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Advent Family Devotions

While America’s retail businesses capitalize on the Christmas
season early, Christians can make a meaningful beginning by
celebrating Advent, the coming of Christ. Scripture readings and
the symbolic Advent wreath give significance to the full four
weeks preceding Christmas.

How to Make the Advent Wreath

On the last weekend of November, take some time as a family to
make the Advent wreath. You can use a straw form, styrofoam,
or wire circle as the base for the wreath and attach greens, pine
cones, ribbons, etc. for decoration. At equidistant points around
the wreath, place four candles. You may wish to follow custom by
using one gold candle representing the prophets, a white candle
for the angels, a green candle for the shepherds, and a purple
candle for the wise men. Or, you may prefer to use four candles
of a single color such as purple to represent the royalty of Christ.
Finally, place a large white candle in the center of the wreath to
represent Christ. The decorated wreath is now ready to use as
the centerpiece on your table.

How to Use This Devotional Guide

Following dinner each night during the four weeks prior to
Christmas, have the appropriate candle(s) lit. Read the Scripture
passages designated for that day (selections are printed from the
ESV). Close by singing a Christmas carol (some appropriate
carols from the Trinity Hymnal are suggested for you), and by
having a time of prayer and thanksgiving to God.



The First Week
The Prophets

On the fourth Sunday before Christmas, light the prophet’s gold
candle. Have family members read Scripture passages, then sing
a carol, and give thanks to God. This short service is repeated
each evening during the week with only one candle lit.

Sunday, December 2

Isaiah 60:1-5: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the
glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the
LorD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

Hebrews 1:1-4: Long ago, at many times and in many ways,
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.



Monday, December 3

Isaiah 7:10-14: Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of
the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the
test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

Micah 5:2: But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little
to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for
me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from
of old, from ancient days.

Luke 2:4: And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,

Matthew 1:18-23: Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in
this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel”

Tuesday, December 4

Isaiah 9:1-7: But there will be no gloom for her who was in
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he
has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shined. You have multiplied
the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the



spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will do this.

Matthew 4:13-16: And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way
of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the
people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for
those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a
light has dawned.”

Wednesday, December 5

Isaiah 42:1-7: Behold my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen,
in whom my soul delights; | have put my Spirit upon him; he will
bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up
his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will
not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will
faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the
coastlands wait for his law. Thus says God, the LORD, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the
people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: “| am the LORD; |
have called you in righteousness; | will take you by the hand
and keep you; | will give you as a covenant for the people, a
light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out
the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit
in darkness.”

Matthew 12:15-21: Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there.
And many followed him, and he healed them all and ordered
them not to make him known. This was to fulfill what was
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “Behold, my servant whom |
have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. |



will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the
Gentiles. He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear
his voice in the streets; a bruised reed he will not break, and a
smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to
victory; and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Thursday, December 6

Zechariah 9:9: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout
aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to
you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Matthew 21:1-3: Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and
came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent
two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with
her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything
to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will send
them at once.”

Zechariah 11:12-13: Then | said to them, “If it seems good to
you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.” And they
weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. Then the LORD
said to me, “Throw it to the potter"—the lordly price at which |
was priced by them. So | took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter.

Matthew 27:3-10: Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that
Jesus_was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders,
saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said,
“What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing down the
pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and
hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of
silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it
is blood money.” So they took counsel and bought with them
the potter's field as a burial place for strangers. Therefore that
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of
Israel, and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord
directed me.”



Friday, December 7

Isaiah 53: Who has believed what he has heard from us? And
to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew
up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry
ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and
rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he
was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the
wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done
no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was
the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when
his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring;
he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in
his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore | will divide him a portion with the many,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes
intercession for the transgressors.

Matthew 27:12-14: But when he was accused by the chief
priests and elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him,
“Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?”
But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so
that the governor was greatly amazed.



John 19:36-37: For these things took place that the Scripture
might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” And
again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they
have pierced.”

1 Peter 2:20-24: For what credit is it if, when you sin and are
beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer
for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his
steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when
he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

Saturday, December 8

Zechariah 12:10: And | will pour out on the house of David and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for
mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have
pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only
child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a
firstborn.

Joel 2:28: And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour
out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young
men shall see visions.

2 Peter 1:16-21: For we did not follow cleverly devised myths
when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
For when he received honor and glory from God the Father,
and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased,” we ourselves
heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him
on the holy mountain. And we have something more sure, the
prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that
no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.



Carols: "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" No. 194 (Blue Trinity No.
147); "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming" No. 221 (or Blue Trinity
"Behold, a Branch is Growing" No. 153); "Comfort, Comfort Ye
My People" No. 197 (Blue Trinity No. 148)
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The Second Week
The Angel's Message

Angelic pronouncements add to the light given by the prophets.
On the third Sunday before Christmas, light two candles (the gold
and white), and conduct the worship as before.

Sunday, December 9

Luke 1:5-25 (to Zechariah) In the days of Herod, king of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah.
And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name
was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God,
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of
the Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren,
and both were advanced in years. Now while he was serving
as priest before God when his division was on duty, according
to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter
the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of
incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah
was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great
before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's
womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the
Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready



for the Lord a people prepared.” And Zechariah said to the
angel, “How shall | know this? For | am an old man, and my
wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “l am
Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | was sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold, you
will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things
take place, because you did not believe my words, which will
be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for
Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple.
And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and
they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he
kept making signs to them and remained mute. And when his
time of service was ended, he went to his home. After these
days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept
herself hidden, saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the
days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among
people.”

Monday, December 10

Luke 1:26-38 (To Mary): In the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with
you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am
a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant
of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her.

Tuesday, December 11
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Matthew 1:18-25 (To Joseph): Now the birth of Jesus Christ
took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he
took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And he called his name Jesus.

Wednesday, December 12

Luke 2:8-20 (To the Shepherds): And in the same region there
were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When
the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them
in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

Thursday, December 13
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Matthew 2:1-23 (To Joseph): Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when
it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod summoned
the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. Now
when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”
And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and
departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet,
“Out of Egypt | called my son.” Then Herod, when he saw that
he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that
region who were two years old or under, according to the time
that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard
in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for
her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no
more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child's life are dead.” And he rose and took the
child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when
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he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned
in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went
and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Friday, December 14

Psalm 34:7: The angel of the LORD encamps around those who
fear him, and delivers them.

Matthew 4:11: Then the devil left him, and behold, angels
came and were ministering to him.

Luke 22:43: And there appeared to him an angel from heaven,
strengthening him.

Matthew 28:2-4: And behold, there was a great earthquake, for
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him
the guards trembled and became like dead men.

Hebrews 1:5-9, 14: For to which of the angels did God ever
say, “You are my Son, today | have begotten you”? Or again, “I
will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? And
again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let
all God's angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He
makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” But
of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore
God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.” Are they not all ministering spirits
sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit
salvation?

Saturday, December 15
Matthew 24:31: And he will send out his angels with a loud
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.
2 Thessalonians 1:7-8: ... and to grant relief to you who are

afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting
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vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

Daniel 7:9-10: As | looked, thrones were placed, and the
Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery
flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and
came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the
court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

Revelation 5:11-12: Then | looked, and | heard around the
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

Carols: "Hark, The Herald Angels Sing" No. 203 (Blue Trinity No.
168); "Angels From The Realms of Glory" No. 218 (Blue Trinity
No. 164); "From Heaven High | Come To You" No. 220 (Blue
Trinity No. 166); "It Came Upon the Midnight Clear" No. 200

(Blue Trinity No. 157)
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The Third Week

The Shepherds' Response

The shepherds' response to the angelic message was to "spread
the word" about what they had heard and seen. On the second
Sunday before Christmas, and throughout the week, add the light
of the shepherd's green candle to that of the other two. Read the
following passages, then conclude by singing carols and praying
together

Sunday, December 16
14



Luke 2:1-10: In those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.”

Monday, December 17

Isaiah 53:6: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on
him the iniquity of us all.

1 Peter 2:25: For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Psalm 23: The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He
makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Even though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare
a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in
the house of the LORD forever.

Tuesday, December 18

Matthew 9:35-38: And Jesus went throughout all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
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without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Matthew 18:12-14: What do you think? If a man has a hundred
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that
went astray? And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices
over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.
So itis not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of
these little ones should perish.

Wednesday, December 19

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 30-31: "For thus says the Lord Gob: Behold,
I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As a
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that
have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will
rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And | will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will
bring them into their own land. And | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited
places of the country. | will feed them with good pasture, and
on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. | myself will
be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie
down, declares the Lord Gob. | will seek the lost, and | will
bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and | will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. |
will feed them in justice. And they shall know that | am the
LORD their God with them, and that they, the house of Israel,
are my people, declares the Lord GoD. And you are my sheep,
human sheep of my pasture, and | am your God, declares the
Lord Gob.”

Thursday, December 20
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Isaiah 40:11: He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

Psalm 79:13: But we your people, the sheep of your pasture,
will give thanks to you forever; from generation to generation
we will recount your praise.

Psalm 100:3: Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who
made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of
his pasture.

Psalm 95:6-7: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us
kneel before the LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we
are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Friday, December 21

John 10:1-5, 11, 14-15, 27-29: “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who
does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him,
for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they
will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers. |
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.

| am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me,
just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay
down my life for the sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and |
know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.”

Saturday, December 22

John 21:15-17: When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said
to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more
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than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love
you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to
him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord,
you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep.

1 Peter 5:2-4:.. shepherd the flock of God that is among you,
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to
the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the unfading crown of glory.

Hebrews 13:20-21: Now may the God of peace who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Carols: "While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks" No. 223 (Blue
Trinity No. 156); "Good Christian Men Rejoice" No. 207 (Blue
Trinity No. 159); "See, Amid the Winter's Snow" No. 199 (Blue
Trinity No. 158)

The Fourth Week
The Wise Men's Response
On the Sunday before Christmas, light all four candles. The
evening readings focus on the wise men, wisdom, and the One

who is All-wise. Conclude the devotional with carols and prayer.

Sunday, December 23
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Job 28:12-28: “But where shall wisdom be found? And where is
the place of understanding? Man does not know its worth, and
it is not found in the land of the living. The deep says, ‘It is not
in me,” and the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’ It cannot be bought
for gold, and silver cannot be weighed as its price. It cannot be
valued in the gold of Ophir, in precious onyx or sapphire. Gold
and glass cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels of
fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; the
price of wisdom is above pearls. The topaz of Ethiopia cannot
equal it, nor can it be valued in pure gold. From where, then,
does wisdom come? And where is the place of understanding?
It is hidden from the eyes of all living and concealed from the
birds of the air. Abaddon and Death say, ‘We have heard a
rumor of it with our ears.” “God understands the way to it, and
he knows its place. For he looks to the ends of the earth and
sees everything under the heavens. When he gave to the wind
its weight and apportioned the waters by measure, when he
made a decree for the rain and a way for the lightning of the
thunder, then he saw it and declared it; he established it, and
searched it out. And he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the
Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is
understanding.”

Proverbs 8:11: for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that
you may desire cannot compare with her.

Psalm 111:10: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!

Colossians 2:2-3: ...that their hearts may be encouraged,
being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full
assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's
mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge.

Proverbs 23:23: Buy truth, and do not sell it; buy wisdom,
instruction, and understanding.

Christmas Eve - Our Response

Put a large red candle in the center of the wreath and light it with
the other four. Through the weeks the light of your wreath has
grown brighter, and with the celebration of Christ's birth the
message becomes clearer: the Light of the World has overcome
the darkness!! The Scripture readings for today focus on what our
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response should be.

Matthew 5:14-16: You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.

1 John 1:5-7: This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Carols: "As With Gladness Men of Old" No. 226 (Blue Trinity No.
154); "Gentle Mary Laid Her Child" No. 229 (Blue Trinity No.
640); "Thou Dost Reign On High" No. 241 (Blue Trinity No. 170)

Christmas Day - Our Response

Again, light all five candles. Read the Christmas story from Luke
2:1-20. Have family members share what they have learned
during your Advent devotions. Sing your favorite Christmas carols
in joyous celebration because, in Isaiah's words: “The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.” (Isaiah
9:2)
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